
  

 

Welcome to 

Ash Wednesday at St. John’s  
We are gathered to celebrate God’s gifts and sent to respond to the needs of the world.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Beginning the Journey of Lent 

Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018 
5:30 pm 

 

 

 



  

 

  



  

 

Welcome to Our Worship 
We hope you will find your time with us 
meaningful and joyful. We believe God 
continues to speak to us through the Hebrew 
and Christian scriptures, and whenever we join 
together in prayer, song, and communion.  

Tonight’s Liturgy 
Tonight’s worship will feel pretty different 
from our usual Sunday worship, and that’s 
intentional! We’ll move around the church, 
hear about the journey of Lent—a time of 
preparation for walking with Jesus for Holy 
Week and for all our lives. We’ll pray with our  
bodies too—by eating, receiving ashes, singing,  
and other activities. Please make yourself 
comfortable in this space.    

Our Words 
From The Book of Common Prayer, The Book  
of Occasional Services, The Bible (The Message 
Version), and Eucharistic Prayer K, written by 
Kara Wagner Sherer and used with the 
permission of the Bishop of Chicago. 

Our Music 
From The Hymnal 1982, Wonder, Love, and 
Praise, and from the Taizé Community. 
 
 
 

Please Note 
There are bags of art supplies, books and toys, 
available for anyone, at the rear of the church. 

As a courtesy to all, please set your electronic 
devices to silent. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 

Gathering 

Presider   † Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 

People   God’s mercy endures for ever. 

Presider  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive 

the sins of all who are sorry: Create and make in us new hearts, that we, 

admitting our sins and acknowledging our need, may obtain of you, the God 

of all mercy, perfect forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Our First Song 

Hymn Wonder, Love and Praise #838                                                           Lord, have mercy  
Sung three times. 

 

 
Hymn permission used by RiteSong, a onetime use reprint license for congregational use. OneLicense.net License #A-709746  



  

 

Our First Story 

Isaiah tells people what is wrong with their lives 

As we hear about Isaiah warning the people that 

they are only pretending to be good, while those  

in need are suffering, we gather beside a table that 

is full of the kinds of things that God wants us to 

share. 

This is the first reading for Ash 
Wednesday, from the Hebrew 
Scriptures. 

 
THE STORY  Please be seated.                                                                                     Isaiah 58:1-12 

We hear Isaiah’s warning. 

REFLECTION TIME 

Our Second Song 

Hymn Wonder, Love and Praise #825                                                   Bless the Lord my soul  
Sung three times. 

 

 
Hymn permission used by RiteSong, a onetime use reprint license for congregational use. OneLicense.net License #A-709746  



  

 

Our Second Story 
Paul tells us about being God’s friends 

We sit together and practice exchanging 

valentines; these valentines help us to remember 

how God loves us and wants us to love others, 

through good times and bad. 

This is the second reading for Ash 
Wednesday, from the Christian 
Scriptures. 

 

THE STORY  Please be seated.                                                                  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
We hear Paul’s advice. 

Our Third Song 

Hymn Taizé                                                                 The Kingdom of God is justice and peace 
Sung three times. 

   
Text: Community of Taizé; Tune: Community of Taizé © 2001, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 



  

 

Our Third Story 
Matthew shows us the difference between acting good and being good 

We take some time to be alone with God. We can 

talk to God when we kneel, or sit, or stand, or even 

while we dance or exercise. No one needs to be 

part of our private prayers.  

This is the Gospel reading for Ash 
Wednesday, from the Christian 
Scriptures. 

 
THE STORY  Please be seated                                     Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 
We hear what Matthew does. 

Our Prayers 
We kneel and name before God and others all of our prayers. We look at a symbol of 

each thing we should remember to pray for: the earth, our church, our leaders, our 

nation, the poor, suffering and those who are oppressed, and those who have died. We 

light a candle as a symbol of our work to bring Jesus’ heart and hands to heal the world. 

  



  

 

Our Fourth Song 
Hymn Wonder, Love and Praise #827                                              O Lord hear my prayer  
Sung three times. 

 

 

 
Hymn permission used by RiteSong, a onetime use reprint license for congregational use. OneLicense.net License #A-709746 

Our Lenten Practice 
We decide how we will become closer to God 

We take some time to choose what practice we 

might begin, or something that we will stop doing, 

during Lent, to help us to love ourselves, our 

family, and others as Jesus does. We draw or write 

it down. 

Taking on a Lenten discipline, 
 or practice, is an ancient tradition, 
lasting for the forty days of Lent,  
not including Sundays, which is 
always a day of celebration. 

 

 



  

 

We receive ashes to remember that God is always with us. 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return. 

You are welcome to come forward to 
receive ashes. 

 

Our Sunday Practice 

THE PEACE  

Presider  The peace and love of Christ be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 

OFFERTORY 

Tonight we gather around the communion table, 

just like we do every Sunday. We bring our 

offerings of bread, wine, and ourselves to the table. 

We celebrate the Eucharist, as we do 
every Sunday. Today, we remember 
that communion gives us strength for 
the journey of Lent.  

 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Please stand. 

Presider The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Presider You are God who yearns for us as a parent waits and wishes for a child.  

You gave birth to all creation so that we might sing your praises. 

People We praise you! 

 Joining the song of all creation, with earth and air and water, with creatures 

large and small, with people of every language, color and country, dead, 

living and yet to be born,  

 We praise you! 



  

 

Please bow. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth 

are full of your glory. 

     Hosanna in the highest 

Blessed is the one 

who comes in the  

name of the Lord. 

     Hosanna in the highest. 

Presider We thank you! that you make us in your image and love us always. When 

we run and rebel you never stop calling us. When we return you open wide 

your arms and welcome us into your loving embrace. 

People We thank you! 

 that you became one of us in Jesus. Trusting in your love, Mary chose to be 

his mother and treasured him in her heart. Though only a child, Jesus knew 

you so well he taught his teachers of your love. 

 We thank you! 

Presider that Jesus loved and healed those whom others ignored. Gathering children 

around him, he called us all to be your children and taught us to know and 

love you. 

People We remember! 

that on the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends.  

He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: 

“Take, eat, this is my Body, broken for you. Do this for the remembrance  

of me.” 

 We remember! 

 that as supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, Again, he gave thanks 

to you, gave it to them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: this my Blood of the 

new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me” 

 We remember! 



  

 

Presider that the love of Jesus frightened those in power and control. In fear we 

handed him over to be killed. But you did not abandon your son, even in 

death, Rising from the dead Jesus conquered all that is evil in the world. 

Confident in your promise that Christ will come again And make all things 

new,  

People We offer ourselves! 

Remembering all that you have done, We lift our hearts to you with story 

and song from our lips with bread and wine made by our hands. 

 We offer ourselves! 

Presider Pour out your Spirit on us and on all your gifts, 

All Make us one body of Christ, Your word, your song, your food, your love for 

ourselves and for the whole world. Amen! 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

You are welcome to pray in whatever language or version you prefer. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy Name, 

   thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done, 

      on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who  

   trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and  

   the power, and the glory, for ever 

   and ever. Amen. 

  



  

 

BREAK THE BREAD 

The Presider breaks the consecrated bread. All the people join together in a deep bow. A period of 
silence is kept.  

Fraction Anthem 

We break this bread to share in the Body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

WE SHARE COMMUNION   

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Tonight, we will serve the bread and wine to one another. After you have received the bread, 
please serve the person next to you, saying, “The Body of Christ.” After you have received the 
wine, serve the person next to you, saying, “The Blood of Christ.”  

  



  

 

Our Communion Song 

Hymn The Hymnal #325                                              Let us break bread together on our knees 

 

Words: African-American spiritual; Music: Let Us Break Bread, Afro-American spiritual; arr. and harm. David Hurd (b. 1950); 

OneLicense.net License #A-709746 



  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Presider  Let us pray. 

People God, we thank you for feeding us in this holy meal, and for your promise that 

we are children of God and saved by Jesus. Grant us strength and courage to 

love and serve you with gladness, today and always. Amen. 

PRAYER OVER THE PEOPLE 

Let us bow down before the Lord. 

Please bow your head or kneel. 

Grant, most merciful Lord, to your faithful people pardon and peace, that they may be 

cleansed from all their sins, and serve you with a quiet mind; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

Our Going-out Song 

Hymn Wonder, Love and Praise #808                                                               Send me, Lord  

 

 

 
Hymn permission used by RiteSong, a onetime use reprint license for congregational use. OneLicense.net License #A-709746 



  

 

DISMISSAL 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

If you would like to share the artwork in your bulletin, please return this bulletin to the basket. 
You are also welcome to keep it to remind you of your Lenten Intentions. 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You for Worshiping with Us! 
We invite you to join us every Sunday at 8:00, 9:15 or 11:00 a.m. 

 

Please join us for Holy Week services  

Children’s Holy Week, March 28, 5:30 p.m. 
Maundy Thursday, March 29, 7:30 p.m. 

Good Friday, March 30, 12:00 and 7:30 p.m. 
Easter Vigil, March 31, 7:30 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, April 1, 8:00, 9:15 and 11:00 a.m. 
 

  



  

 

Today’s Ministers of the Liturgy 
Presider/Preacher The Rev. Kara Wagner Sherer 

Seminarian Michael VanOeveren 

Altar Guild Deborah Stewart, Bettina Daszczuk 

Bread Baker Samantha Salus 

Bulletin Art  Kara Wagner Sherer 
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